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Immlgratlon Reform

. NOW THAT THE PRIMARIES

out more mformatlon

- President-Barack Obama or
Presxdent John McCain we will
get.some relief for those who

. have overstayed their visits but

- who are productive hard-work-

- ing members of our communi-. .

- tes, contnbutmg to our Gaelic
games, Irish language, and
Cathohc schools? i

- A EVEN IN THIS DAY Of exten— :
s1ve campaign websites cover-
mg nearly every p0551ble issue, -
unfortunately the websites do -
notéven begin to glve a good
plctur of where ‘these fvo pres-
-.idential candxdates have been
or where they, are headmg on
the’ 1ssue of 1mm1grat10n A
-good source for all the. 1ssues,
- including. mmngratmn, is’.

. ontheissuesiorg which even has .

 are over, how can L find

™ about where the' candl- -
' dates stand-on immigration

- feform? Do you think there is

~ any hope that under either”

jobs that employers couid not

-filk (thlnk farm-workers, nan-

nies, nurses;, and some tech
workers). He believes the cur-

 rent filing fees are too high and -

wants to reduce them as well as :

to provxde grants to states to

- promeote US citizenship.

. During the débates. Obama .
said “It'is important that we fix
the _1ega1 immigration system, -

“because right now we've got a,

iminigrants already in the
-country. He also voted to allow
- illegal aliens to participate in

. Social Security and to allow
more foreign workers into: the

US for farm work.

Republican Candldate
~ John.McCain' = - :
“McCain's website. only refers

to “Borde: Secur ty." Th
mention of his walking. the
walk by co-authoying the first .



links to actual speeches made
by the candidates.

 Democratic Candldate
Barack Obama .

Obama s'website mchcates he ,

- is for comprehenswe 1mm1gra-
i .tion reform(“CIR,” a- catch-" .
- phrase used to include many

- different facets of immigration

- reform; including usually bor- -
- der security and some path to -

cmzenshlp, an example of CIR '

. would be the failed 2006
| McCain-Kennedy bill). It goes ;
| on to say that he favors a sys-.

~ tem which would allow undoc-

umented immigrants to pay a
 fine, learn Enghsh stay out of -
. trouble, and go to thé back of

- the new line for an opport_umty.

' to become a US citizen. It does -
'~ not mention that he voted in
favor of building a 700 mile
fence along the US-Mexico bor-
der.

' ‘Obama’s website also fails to
| - mention that the candidate has
- | beenr quoted as saying “And I

‘| remember May Day 2006, when
‘I marched shoulder-to-shouldet -

'with the Hispanic community-

.. to stand up for comprehenswe '

‘immigration reform,”

Ji According to About.com’s

immigration page Obama sup-

1 ported last 3 year's failed CIR bill -
- which would have kept families

| together and allowed new

workers to enter legally to WOl‘k .

earned.citizenship for ﬂlegal

~ backlog that mieans years for~
‘people to apply legally. What's .

worse is, we keep on 1ncreasmg
the fees, so that if you've got a

hard working immigrant family,
they've got to hire a lawyer;

- _they’ve got to pay thousands of
. dollars in fees.” - _—

According to About.com,

Obama says it is “just not prac-
tical” to ship back 12 million o

undocumented immigrants.: "~
Instead, he believes in a “path~

- way to citizenship”.for immi-

- grants in good standing; Obama-
. would have undocumented '
| immigrants pay a fine, learny”
English, and go “to the back of '
‘the line” behind those already )

in the system legally. " .
Barack Obama has recenﬂy .

chosen his running mate,

" Senator Joe Biden. An ovemew 3
 of Biden’s immigration policies
“and plans shows us that he and

- Obama seem-to share the same

views.
~Joe Biden on Immlgratlon

Biden also voted in favor of
the 2007 CIR bill. About.com -

quotes Biden as saying “our

“iImmigration systemn is broken
- and we have an ob_l_zgatlon to
- work on it until-we fix it.” Like.

Obama, Biden alsowants a .
“practical” ‘solution for the

undocumented workers current-

ly in the US. He supports = ~

‘_although in another"d;
* said he would sign ‘h
' came to him as presi

 candidates during the. debi

CIR bill with Senator Ted

- Kennedy which weuld have
- ¢reated a path to-citizenship for
- undocumented immigrants.
During the primaryhe has
' made it clear that berder secun—

‘come first and he. has
ced himself- from his. own
bll to'thte point where durlng

‘one ofithe debates he said he -
would not vote for his owh-

2006 M(;Cam Kenneds

Many of the (Republica

described illegal immigr ‘
not much miore than - ap agzue
upon the land. McCam. C :"eathe

‘other hand, referred to the .

' undocumented as “God’s*chﬂ’
~dren” and he defended the con-
- tributions of Hispanics i in the

US as a reminder to Repubhcans
to keep the rhetonc from get-

ting overheated. In a Vanity Fair

profile, he said of the border _

fence, “But I'll build the god- :

damned fence if they want it.”
john McCain has recently

chosen his running mate,
_Governor Sarah Palin. -

Unfortunately, a qulck seafch

‘on Google indicates that Palin’s
- -1mm1gratlon policies and plans -
- are, unknown so we do not yet '
 know’ 1f she shares the same..

Views as McCam



