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New One'Year J-1 Work Visa For
20,000 Irish, Coming Soon!

| AM WONDERING if you -
had any information on
the news that came out
that Ireland is going to

be gwén 20,000 J1 Visas. My

sister would still love to come
over and as you know things

- are going from bad to worse
. over there with the economy,

not much better over here but I

" do bélieve there is more oppor-

tunity here. If you get a

" moiment I would love to have
‘your feedback and what you
- think her chances may be?

A: ON FriDAY SEPTEMBER 19,

- 2008 the frish Times reported
“that twenty thousand one-year -
- working visas were going to be
‘made available as part of a final

round of talks between the Irish
Embassy in Washington, the

- Irish Department of Foreign
- Affairs, and the US Department

. of State (DOS). As of press time,
 DOS had not yet made any

announcernent.on their web

"site and the American

mmlgratlon Lawyers

she will return to Ireland at the
end of her stay (i.e., has family

. in Ireland, a job to go back to,

etc.), I would think her chances
should be very good.
While this new J-1 visa is a

~step in the right direction, it
will pnmanly benefit new visi-

tors to the US who decide they
would want to spend a year

here and who are willing to go
home and apply for the visa -

- before they become out of sta- .

yet known which countnes will
be able to part1c1pate but people
born in Ireland, Northern

" Ireland, most countries in

Europe (with the exceptions of

© Poland, England, Scotland,

Wales, and Russia), Austraha,'
and New Zealand are usually

eligible. Canada, Meéxico, Brazil

and some other countries were

also barred from- pamapatmg

iri the Iottery last year. :
‘More information, including



~ Association (AILA) was also

silent on this new develop-

- ment. As a result, it may not

yet be a done deal. However,

there is precedent for such a

visa as a few years ago the US

- created a one-year J-1-for -
nationals of Australia (it appea.rs
that New Zealand has also been
added to this one-year J-1 ~

-~ according to a memo released by

the DOS which was posted on

AILA’s web site). The Austrahan

- one-year J-1 is very similar to. the
three-month summer student J-1
work visa. Unlike an 18 month.

‘training J1; visa, ‘the one-year -

" visa does not require an employ~ :
er to sponsor the visa. The per-
- apply at any post where they

" reside. Others who will benefit -

- son wiil be expected to ﬁnd

- work once they arrive in. .~

America, not before the wsa is
_even appliedfor. . -

. Accérdmg to the Insh Times

f:i_:-;ﬁap_ can Gwen thiat other j—
- visas: penmt apphcants to be of -

- any age (except for the au pair J- :

| -1s which-are limited in. ageto
'young adults), it would be. my.:-
guess that anyone who hasa -
leaving certificate ora trade wﬂl
- be eligible for these new one- -
year J-1s. I your sister has fm— :

~a trade, does not have any US'
immigration wolatlons which

could bar her, and can show that e

- tus. ‘A person who enters on the

visa waiver is not permitted to

- change status after their 90 days

so the only way to obtain the
one-year j-1 would be to return

and apply at the US Embassy in
Dublin. It would be assumed
_that the visa may also be used
- by those in-the northern’ coun- -
* ties but it is uncertain at this

time if the US Consulate in
Belfast will be able to process
them or if applicants will have

~ to head south to pick up their
- visa. Genera]ly, a person who

" resides in Northern Ireland -
. must be processed in Belfast so
+“it may be that- accommodations
- will be made for Irish citizens to -
- thana one-year visa. But the
- one-year visa may be a sure
- thing for many people, whereas .
_.the lottery is well, a lottery. -

are those who have never been

. to the US before, although why -
- such people would want to

“spend a year here without first
_'Sj'checlung it out is a question. i
. -your sister has:been here before
.. 'and left when she was supposed:
e ' to, within the 90 days, shewill -
~probably be a good candldate
_for the new visa- once they
. become avallable '

- Lottery: -
~ The DV-2010 lottery opens

~ October 2, 2008 and ends on
‘December 1, 2008 For those
~ few who have not heard of the

- ished secondary school or _k_n_c_),ws K

lottery, the Diversity Visa lot-,
tery opens up 50,000 green -

-cards. to people born in under-

represented countiies. It is not

eligible countries, and online

applications will be available at

www.dvlottery.state, gov..
Instructions aré not yet posted

_ but we will review them as

soon as they are out and cover

. any changes in November s

Aljen File,
- As the Irish Times notes,

 *Irish citizens who are interest-

ed in working in the USA in the
next couple of years should

~ apply for the lottery as itwill -

give them an opportumty to
apply for a ‘green card’ (legal

- permanent residency).”? -
- Obviously, for those who want -
“to stay here for a long tihe; a

greén card is a better option

Last yeat, only 132 appli- -

L cants from Ireland and“ 35 from

L zens are not competmg agalnst
-othier Irish so much as. they are
' competing against other. -
-~ Europeans and it is. expected

- that given the poor economic - -

* outlook throughout Europe this -

.~ ~'year.the demand will be higher.

“November 4th US Flection:

B i you are-a US citizen and are’

registered to vote, please do not
forget to caste your vote for-

7 P;esident on Tuesday Nov. 4th. -



